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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH — 
GLOBAL ILLUMINATION TOUCH OF PINK BREAKFAST 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [10.01 pm]: I take this opportunity to briefly recognise that 
tonight marks the end of national Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I want to join in extending my condolences to 
Gary and his family. Gary is well known to me and to my husband, Scott, because they worked together at 
Woodside, so I pass on condolences from both of us. 

As Hon Sue Ellery has mentioned, earlier this morning, hundreds of Western Australians—women and men—came 
together in support of the Global Illumination Touch of Pink Breakfast. This event has been held annually at 
Crown Perth for the past 12 years. The breakfast is highly successful. We all have a lot of fun. There is a lot of pink 
everywhere. Everyone tries to win, albeit unsuccessfully for some, including Hon Sue Ellery and me, a range of raffle 
prizes, such as trips to Paris and other things. We are all there, however, for a very important cause. That is to help 
raise funds towards vital research and innovative projects investigating new treatment options to improve outcomes 
for breast cancer patients. This is all done under the auspices of the National Breast Cancer Foundation, and in Perth 
through the foundation’s WA volunteer committee, which is led by the wonderful Jenny Rogers. I echo the comments 
of Hon Sue Ellery about the challenges that Jenny and her family have faced over the past year. 

As well as raising funds for life-changing research, Global Illumination puts the spotlight on breast cancer 
awareness through the illumination of buildings and landmarks around the world. That includes here in 
Western Australia at Parliament House. As members leave Parliament House tonight, they should look at the pink 
lights and remember what we have talked about tonight. It also includes the belltower, King Edward Memorial 
Hospital for Women and Crown Perth, as well as a host of other buildings in the CBD and beyond. We all know 
that the most effective way to end this terrible disease and ultimately find a cure is through research and effective 
treatment options. They cannot come soon enough, as we have heard tonight from Hon Sue Ellery. As she 
mentioned, every day in Australia, eight women die from breast cancer and one in eight women will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer in their lifetime. Every day, 42 Australians will be diagnosed with breast cancer. These are very 
sobering statistics but the people who form those statistics—it is not only women; it includes men as well—should 
never be seen just as a number. As I have said in this place before when I have spoken about this breakfast and 
what it seeks to achieve, those numbers represent mothers, daughters, grandmothers, nieces, aunts, friends and 
colleagues. Today, we heard from a very brave lady, Fiona Hancock, who was in her early 40s with a five-year-old 
daughter when she was diagnosed with multifocal breast cancer. Her story is one of courage and hope. It is a story 
that we all want to see a lot more of. 

I conclude by again thanking Jenny Rogers and her team for all that they do in support of breast cancer research. 
Over the past 12 years, I am pretty sure she said today that they have now raised in excess of $800 000 in support 
of breast cancer research here in Western Australia. I think we would all agree that that is an amazing effort. 
I certainly look forward to being back at the breakfast next year. One would hope that in years to come, though, 
this breakfast will not be required because we will find a cure for breast cancer. 
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